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 Bruce and Georgi gave us an enlightening overview of the land degradation of our rural are-
as, particularly the massive increase in salinity affected areas over the past 50 to 60 years. The 
ramifications are multitudinous: Australia has the highest loss of mammal species due to ex-
tinction than any other continent, the negative impact on farming, the disenchantment of 
young rural people being affected mentally with eco-anxiety, due to their perceived lack of 
interest by older generations of the global ecological situation, to name but a few. As one of 
the solutions to this problem, Bruce and Georgi offer a programme called Trees Australia, the 
largest school-based planting program in Australia. This offers high quality hand-planting of 
trees at scale whilst simultaneously educating young minds about the problems and possible 
solutions. This is done in conjunction with local communities affected by the land degrada-
tion, and school children doing activities that fit in with their school curriculum. An example of 
this is a classroom of children travelling from Perth to Myalup Beach and spending the day 
learning about what and why they are there planting trees. The average cost to run this as a 
day outing for a classroom of Perth based children is around $14,000.00, which includes the 
costs of transport, seedlings, etc. Funding is partially met, but assistance is required to grow 
the funds available as well as the program. Plantings are monitored across several time 
frames and reports are provided back to the schools involved to evaluate the outcomes.  Re-
search is also conducted on such things as tree guards, site preparation, pot size and plant 
species in various environments.  Attadale Rotary will be aiding in this programme in June this 
year, with a financial contribution from the club of $2000.00 towards the purchase of seed-
lings. These are to be planted in June on the southwestern side of the Point Walter sand spit. 
Volunteers will be required to assist with the planting, and later in the year to help with wa-
tering the seedlings over summer. Please let us know if you would be interested in volunteer-
ing for either (or both) of these activities, by emailing us at rcattadale@gmail.com. More in-
formation on Trees Australia and how you can help, can be found at https://
www.bruceivers.com.au/ 

  
 
 
President’s report. 
With many of our members either away or unable to attend, 12 of us 
met for an informative evening joined by our guest speakers: Bruce and 
Georgi Ivers. After a few technical challenges were overcome, with me 
having to manage the computer as well as run the meeting, and a few 
laughs as I explained that I was jack of all trades for the evening, but 
certainly not master of any, we proceeded with the meeting. Needless 
to say, our computer experts were missed!! Abby Parsons kindly took 
over the photographer’s role for the evening, thank you Abby! 
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Bev updated everyone on the City of Melville National Volunteer Week celebration, we have been 
invited to have two attendees at the event on the 18th May from 6.00pm to 8.00pm. Please see in-
formation later in the Bulletin - if you would like to attend, please let Bev know. Bev also reminded 
everyone of Helen Carwardine’s ShelterBox fundraiser on the 2nd July, don’t forget to book your 
tables by 2nd June. 
John Sharp had forwarded an email from Applecross Rotary to thank us for our assistance at the 
Makers’ Market held on 9th April, and confirming a donation to our club of $700.00, thank you to all 
that assisted  with the event. A further reminder that we will be holding a combined cluster stall at 
the Volunteer Expo being held at Melville Hawaiian on 16th May, please contact Bev for details and 
if you are able to contribute by manning our table for a few hours on the day. 
 
Thanks to Bruce for drawing the doorprize which was won by George Lewkowski, the Joker ticket 
was drawn by Georgi and won by Abby Parsons. Both winners donated their bottles of wine to 
Bruce and Georgi as thank you gifts for attending our meeting, and in case you were wondering: 
The Joker remains firmly in the pack for next time. 
 
Mal Bennett ran a fun Happy Dollars session, with Kerry Parsons giving us some insights into their 
program to educate the poorest of children in the Philippines, the successful graduation of their 
students this year, and the selection of the next intake. Neil McKay also was very proud to inform 
us that a student he had sponsored through his education journey in the Philippines, had just grad-
uated as an attorney. Congratulations were passed on to all concerned. Mal extricated a few other 
Happy Dollars along the way. Thanks were extended to Bruce and Georgi Ivers for joining us and 
for their fascinating talk. 
 
Our guest speaker on 01 May is Dana Henderson, CEO of the Spinnaker Foundation. The Spinnaker 
Foundation is one of the major recipients of funds raised at our Golf Day held in March each year. 
Please invite your family friends to come along and hear all about this wonderful foundation from 
Dana. 
 
Reminders for the roster on 01 May: 
Set up and Pack up: Ian Pittaway 
Attendance:  Joyce Smith 
Invocation:  Colin McCulloch 
Joker:   Mal Bennett 
Happy Dollars:  Martin Houchin 
Charge:  Joyce Smith 
Sweet Treats:  Selwyn Castles. 
 

Take care, everyone, we look forward to your company on 
the 1st May. 
 
Yours in Rotary 
 

Bev 

 

 

  

 



 

The next meeting of the Club will be on 1 May at the Royal Fremantle Golf 
Club at 6.00 for 6.30pm. 
The speaker at the meeting will be Dana Henderson, CEO of the Spinnaker 
Foundation 
 
The Spinnaker Foundation is one of the major recipients of funds raised at 
our Golf Day held in March each year. Please invite your family friends to 
come along and hear all about this wonderful foundation from Dana. 
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

April SPECIAL DATES 
 
Birthdays  
8 Llew Withers 
9 Martin Houchin 
9 Judy  Marsh 
 
Anniversay 
17 Shelly and Egon Konig 
 
* partners/honorary members 

 
The Rotary Designated Month of May is Youth Service  
 
 
 

Rotary theme for May - Maternal and Child Health. 
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Book your tickets at https://www.trybooking.com/CHMJK 

Bookings close on 2 JUNE 2023 
If you are unable to join us, Helen's Facebook Fundraising Page gratefully accepts dona-
tions at https://shelterbox-tarkine-2023.raisely.com/helen-carwardine  

Please encourage your friends and family to make a contribution to the very worthwhile 
Rotary Project 

Enquiries to helen.carwardine123@gmail.com 

https://www.trybooking.com/CHMJK
https://shelterbox-tarkine-2023.raisely.com/helen-carwardine
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See this link for more details 

 
https://convention.rotary.org/en 

  

My indulgence 

 The State Theatre Jeff Spickett 

https://convention.rotary.org/en


 

PORTCARE 

 

From Llew Withers 

If anyone has recycled clothing at home to go to Portcare, I can ar-

range to come and pick up clothing and take it.  I have taken 2 boot 

loads so far this year in addition to other clothing dropped by Rotari-

ans.  Send me a message on mellview@bigpond.com  with your con-

tract details and I will arrange a collection  

mailto:mellview@bigpond.com


Rotary in Western Australia 
 

Jennifer Jones Imagination Challenge 
 

A program of education for Rotary Clubs that embraces best practice models on membership 

growth and public image from around Australia and the World 
 

 
 
 

Concept:  The sponsoring districts offer 5 places each 

on a program aimed at providing clubs with the skills 

and strategies to be relevant to their communities in the 

21st century. 
 

The project will include specific support and expertise 

for each of the participating clubs in accordance with 

their needs. 
 

Benefits:  Successful participating clubs will 

modernise, improve their public profile, and grow their 

membership. 
 

Terms:  This offer is open to clubs which are committed 

to modernising and improving value to members, and 

whose members have voted overwhelmingly to take 

part (75% or more in favour). 
 
 
 
 
 
Conditions: 

 

1.  Participate in the Club Citation program for 22-23, prioritising membership growth 

and club modernisation. 

2.  Participation in a Communities of Practice club development program and other 

training and development programs related to the project. 

3.  The club will, within 3 months of commencing the project: 

a.  update data on District website for all members to enable the club to monitor 

improvements in age, gender balance and other key metrics 

b.  update all club online presences to reflect a modern club profile. 

4.  The club will maintain one or more contemporary social media platforms. 

5.  The club will take action to reduce the cost of Rotary to members. 

6.  The club will take positive steps to making the club more relevant 
in their community 

a.  by identifying local community issues and targeting programs to these 
 
 

The measurable outcomes 

 
1.  Significant increase in membership 
2.  Significant reduction in average age 
3.   Significant improvement in demographic balance 

  

President Bev has already accepted the challenge on our behalf 
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